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Lasts of Senior Year
Emily Sokolowski, ‘16

 Well, my lovely Class of 2016, 
this is it! We did it! We are officially grad-
uating in about a week now! The stress of 
class, AP Tests, college apps, college deci-
sions, and finals, is finally over! WE ARE 
FREE! But, for me personally, this last 
week or two of high school is going to be 
the hardest yet! Not because of the stress 
of graduation, but because it is my last 
week at my second home here at Nazareth! 
My little Naz family means the world to 
me, and I have not figured out how I am 
going to get through college without them 
by my side 24/7! 
 Ever since we walked through 
those glass lobby doors on the first day of 
freshmen year, we knew we were home! 
Four years later, we will walk through 
those very same doors to process up those 
chapel steps and into Baccalaureate Mass, 
where we join hands in the Our Father 
one last time together! A few weeks ago, 
we all ate at our lunch tables for the very 

last time together. For me, personally, this was a tough one! I don’t know what I am going to do without my 6th period lunch ladies, but what 
about that daily gooeylicious cookie? I don’t think college cookies will ever begin to compare with the art that Nazareth has mastered in the cookie 
department! The last few days at the ole’ Acad consist of many lasts, too many if you ask me! From the typical lasts, like last day of classes, last 
homeroom, to last lunch, or even that last time your heart will drop when you login into your NetClassroom account, it is these little things that 
we will miss the most. (Although, for me personally, my NetClassroom password will be something I will always carry in my heart for the rest of 
my life! I mean, how could you forget that gem?!) 
 Though this time in our lives can be very bittersweet and even sad at times, it is also very exciting! Our lives are about to change forever! 
We will begin a new chapter in our lives at a new school, with new friends and new professors, and life as we know it in this comforting cocoon of 
Nazareth will be no longer! Change is often hard in the beginning, but it is a necessary part of growing up! These next few weeks, we will be in a 
constant whirlwind of excitement. From senior awards, senior tribute song, senior slideshow, senior sleepover, parties, and of course, Graduation, 
this is our time! We are about to be thrusted into a world of new things and new people. Soon, we will be calling our own shots, and have the free-
dom we have so desperately desired since the teenage years began is just around the corner. But before we ride off into the sunset of our new found 
independence, remember to look beside you, behind you, and ahead of you. Those sitting beside you, some of your best friends, will all be going 
to separate schools next year, if it was not for them you would not have gotten through those endless nights of homework. Those people sitting 
behind you, your parents, are the reason you are standing here today. Make sure you thank them for all the years they loved you unconditionally, 
and remember to savor every moment with them, you will miss their hugs next year! To the people standing before you, your teachers, your sib-
lings, your role models, truly look to them with admiration and respect, if it was not for their guidance, you would not have made it through this 
rollercoaster ride of high school! Well, Class of 2016, you have made it! Now go, and let the world know you are here, and do it with passion! You 
will all forever be in my heart!
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Faculty/Staff of the Quarter
Danielle Dustman, ‘16

 This edition’s Faculty of the Quarter is a returning member of the Nazareth family, Ms. Alexandria Derassouyan. After graduating from 
Nazareth, she attended the University of Pennsylvania, earning a degree in Criminology with a minor in Psychology in 2013. She enjoys baking, 
making jewelry, knitting, and reading murder mystery books. Her favorite TV show is “Criminal Minds”; to say she’s obsessed with it would be 
an understatement! Her grandmother is an incredible cook, and Ms. D loves all of the Italian meals she makes, her favorite being her chicken 
cacciatore.
 
1.  I understand that you are a Nazareth graduate. What was your favorite part about your four years here as a student?
 I am a proud graduate of the Class of 2009! There were many incredible parts of my four years as a Nazareth student, but if I had to 
pick a favorite, it would definitely be the sense of family I experienced. From shadowing as an 8th grader all the way to graduation, I always felt 
comfortable and as though I belonged. As a student, I didn’t necessarily fit into one specific group of girls, but I think that’s what made my high 
school experience all the more special and memorable. No matter what you were involved in – athletics, performing arts, or clubs – it was always 
nice to see girls hanging out with each other and having friends in various groups. Whether it was the Powder Puff football games, going to school 
dances, or just saying “hi” in the hallways, the school spirit and pride that the Nazareth community exhibited is what made it feel like family. I 
honestly don’t think it was until I came back to visit Nazareth when I was in college that I realized how much Nazareth felt like home and how, no 
matter what, my Nazareth family is always there for me. When I look back on my time at Nazareth, I can’t help but feel very grateful. I’m an only 
child, but after my years at Nazareth, it felt as though I had inherited girls who, to this day, I consider to be my sisters.
 
2.  At Nazareth, were you involved in any clubs, sports, or activities?
 While I was at Nazareth, I was involved in many clubs and activities. I served as a member of Student Council throughout my four 
years and was secretary of the Leadership Team during my senior year. My time on Student Council definitely shaped my Nazareth experience by 
learning valuable leadership skills and serving as a representative of the school.  My most formative club experience was when my friend/fellow 
classmate and I created a club called FAITH, which stood for “Finding Answers In The Heart”. It began during my junior year with us getting 
together a group of girls who wanted to not just talk about issues going on in our Philadelphia community but to do something about them. We 
would put together activities like collecting and donating food to those in need and cleaning up litter in the surrounding Nazareth area in honor 
of Earth Day. Although FAITH no longer exists, it lasted for a couple of years after my graduation and was an incredible experience of getting 
involved and giving back.  Throughout high school, I was also a member of CSC, NHS, National Junior Classical League, and Mu Alpha Theta, 
as well as a Peer Counselor.
 
3.  What was your favorite subject in high school?
 I have always been a math and science person, especially in high school, so it’s hard to pick one favorite subject. I would say it’s a tie 
between anatomy with Miss Wizz and chemistry with Mrs. Quinn. Anatomy always fascinated me; I looked forward to coming to class every day 
to learn about the different systems of the body and how everything functioned together. Chemistry was definitely the most challenging class I 
had during my time at Nazareth. Honestly, though, it taught me so much beyond just the field of chemistry; I learned how to manage my time 
and how to think critically. I loved the hands-on aspect of all of our labs and thought they were a lot of fun! Mrs. Quinn always encouraged us to 
analyze without over-thinking and to ask “why” instead of just “how”, which definitely prepared me for my courses in college.
 
4.  What made you decide to rejoin the Nazareth community as a member of the faculty?
 Nazareth is a place that I have always been and will always be passionate about. It is more than just an academic institution; Nazareth is 
defined by the students, faculty, and staff who fill its rooms and hallways every day along with the alumnae who support the school beyond grad-
uation. I believe so firmly in the mission of Nazareth because I experienced it for four years and was able to carry the foundations that Nazareth 
provided with me to college and beyond. I decided to rejoin the Nazareth community as a member of the staff because I want to be able to give 
back to the school that gave me so much. As the new Admissions Director, I look forward to continuing to bring in future generations of Naza-
reth girls, not simply because it’s my job but because I can speak to life as a Nazareth student and what that has meant from the time I discovered 
Nazareth in 8th grade until being an alumna. Coming back to Nazareth as a member of the staff has felt so natural because it has meant coming 
back home.  I would also like to give a special shout-out to my office for answering my many questions, believing in me, and making me feel so 
welcome in these first two and a half months. I’m honored to be back at my alma mater and excited for what my future years at Nazareth hold!
 
5.  Is there anything you would like the Nazareth students to know about you?
 While I haven’t had the opportunity to meet a lot of Nazareth girls yet, I hope to get to meet and get to know more of you soon!
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Athlete of the Quarter
Sarah John, ‘16

Erin Roche
What sports have you played at Nazareth?  How many years have you played each sport? 

 I played field hockey my freshman and sophomore years (RIP), tennis my junior and senior years, and basketball and lacrosse all four 
years.

What was your biggest sports achievement? 

 Oh gosh, I would have to say my favorite moments in Nazareth sports have been winning 6 games in lacrosse last season (I heard that this 
was a new record but I have no proof to back this up), and beating Villa Maria in basketball last year. My all-time favorite sports game, though, 
was beating Villa Joe in district playoffs in basketball last year; it was the best feeling.

What was your biggest challenge as an athlete? 

 I would probably say the offseason, which is weird. In between seasons I don’t know what to do with myself and my grades usually slip, 
along with my fitness. 

Is there any athlete or coach who has inspired you? 

 All my coaches and the girls who were in the grades above me throughout my high school career have helped me to become a better 
athlete. And, of course, Rudy. Who doesn’t love that movie? The music gets to me every time. 

What are the keys to your success? 

 DJ Khaled is that you?? My keys to success are definitely the people who surround me at practices and games everyday. I would never 
make it through three long seasons without amazing teammates and friends by my side.

Do you intend to play sports in college? 

 I thought about trying to play lacrosse in college, but all of the schools I actually wanted to go to were in the top 25 of  Division I, so I 
figured I’ll probably play club lacrosse. I’m also super interested in playing intramural flag football and fulfilling my destiny as QB1.

Do you have any advice for other athletes? 

 Keep working hard! Every practice is an opportunity to better yourself and your teammates, and make sure to practice on your own 
outside of team-scheduled practices, too. If you need a study break, grab a ball or lacrosse stick or bat or whatever and go outside and mess around 
for a little bit. Also remember to have fun!



Page 4 June 2, 2016The Nazareth

Artist of the Quarter
Danielle Dustman, ‘16

 When people hear the name “Anna Boyle,” 
some might think of the insanely smart senior 
who was named one of this year’s National Merit 
Finalists, while others might think of one of the 
senior Highlights editors. However, many Naz-
areth students might be surprised to know that 
Anna is also one of the school’s most talented 
artists. Much of her art can be found not only 
within the school, but also featured in both the 
newest and past editions of Highlights, includ-
ing on the cover of last year’s book. This senior 
has taken art since her freshman year. I was able 
to ask her a few questions about her artistic style 
and inspiration:

When did you discover that you liked art?
 I’ve been doodling in the margins of my 
pages for as long as I can remember, but I nev-
er really thought of myself as an artist until the 
last week of eighth grade. I was flipping through 
my assignment book, reminiscing on the past 
year, and I was totally blown away by how many 
things I had drawn. I’d never thought of myself 
as an artist previously, but that made me realize 
that I'd become one without noticing.
 

What inspires your art?
 Pretty much everything. A lot of my doodles are of faces, and those are heavily inspired by looking at people I pass by in the hallway or 
on the street. Some of my other pieces are inspired by dreams, a line in my favorite book, or even the first page of Google images. For me, there is 
no wrong type of inspiration.
 
Who is your favorite artist?
 Saying “myself ” probably sounds too conceited, so I’m going to go with Leonardo da Vinci. I don’t even like the Mona Lisa that much, 
but I absolutely love all his journals. Seeing countless sketches crammed between paragraphs of tiny handwriting reminds me of my own notebooks 
(sorry every teacher I’ve ever had). Yet although the set-up may be similar, it’s obvious that he’s way ahead of me in talent, which only inspires me 
to get better.
 
Which of your piece(s) is your favorite?
 It changes from day to day, but right now I really like an acrylic landscape I painted. A lot of my paintings stay half-finished for weeks, 
but I managed to power through the landscape without taking too many breaks. I also only had paints of the primary colors, so trying to mix all 
the shades of green I needed was challenging but ultimately rewarding. It feels really good to look back on the final product and remember all the 
effort I put into getting there.
 
What advice do you have for students who might be interested in pursuing art?
 Fall in love with what you make. It doesn’t have to actually be good, but if you think it’s good you’ll feel motivated to draw more. And if 
you draw more, eventually you’ll actually get better. The time for harsh critique should be years in the future, not immediately after you put down 
the pencil. Self-deprecation is overrated; make art that you can love and be proud of.
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Musician of the Quarter
Sarah John, ‘16

Bridget Geary
What music groups do you participate at Nazareth? 

 I play the trombone and I have been in the orchestra and 
jazz band for four years. I am also the jazz band president. 

What musicians or music teachers inspire you the most? 

 I am a big fan of all the Frank Sinatra and Michael Bublé 
“big band” jazz music (yes, I am that geek). I enjoy not only listen-
ing to this music, but playing this type of jazz. The music teacher 
at Nazareth that inspires me is Mrs. Lafferty. This is because when 
I came here, I didn’t know that much about music. She taught me 
all that I know about the trombone.

What was your greatest achievement as a musician? 

 My greatest achievement as a musician would probably 
be getting the music scholarship here at Nazareth. It was because of 
the scholarship that I could go to Nazareth and learn more about 
music. 

Do you have any advice for other musicians? 

 My only advice for other musicians would be that no matter what you’re doing, whether it is singing or instrumental, that you just have 
fun with it. Being a musician is a hobby and if we don’t have fun, we lose sight of what it was meant to be. 

Do you plan to pursue music in the future? 

 I do not; I actually plan on pursuing either speech or recreational therapy. However, I do plan to play my trombone in college and hope-
fully after that for fun.

What was your favorite musical memory? 

 My favorite music memory at Nazareth was a few days before The King and I this year. It was one of the biggest practices and Mrs. Laf-
ferty turned to me and asked, “Bridget, could you possibly make a boat noise?” and my response was, “Sure Mrs. Laff! But how does one make a 
boat noise?” It was this moment that evolved in to an ongoing joke in the music department all year. 

How often and how long do you practice? 

 In all honesty, it is rare when I practice. And when I do, it is not very long lol (Sorry Mrs. Laff)

Have you taken any music courses at Nazareth? 

 Yes, I have been a music major and minor all four years. I have taken lessons twice a week as well. I tried to learn the cello for a year. 
Shortly after I wanted to learn the baritone horn. I am currently trying to learn the bassoon. Although I may not be the next best cellist, baritone 
hornist, or the best bassoonist, I’m having a lot of fun trying.
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The Nazareth Fund
Patrice Gantert, ‘16

What is the Giving Tuesday? You have probably heard about it lots of times around school but maybe you really don’t understand what it is exactly. 
Below Mrs. Curtis talks about what the project consists of and how much an impact this important event had on our school community. 

In your own words can you describe what giving Tuesday was? (your job etc.)
 
 On the Tuesday after Thanksgiving, charities, community and organizations around the world come together celebrate generosity and 
to give.  GivingTuesday is a national movement kicking off the season of giving.  After the hustle and bustle of Thanksgiving, Black Friday, Small 
Business Saturday and Cyber Monday, Giving Tuesday is a way to give back financially to organizations that mean the most to you.
This year marked Nazareth’s first campaign during Giving Tuesday using our hash tag #ILoveMySchoolAMillion. 
Our office’s main jobs were:

• to raise awareness of The Nazareth Fund and how vital it is to the current and future success of NAHS
• to increase people’s thoughts to Nazareth when choosing to make their financial, philanthropic donations
• to work 24 hours straight to receive, record and acknowledge donations in real time
• to use the power of social media to get people involved by acknowledging donations and providing “shout outs”
• to create an event that people would want to be a part of
• to secure a minimum of $10,000 in donations – We had a donor who said that they would match every dollar donated on Giving Tues-

day, up to $10,000

How can Giving Tuesday benefit Nazareth? Will this event become a tradition? 
 
 All funds donated on Giving Tuesday are donated into The Nazareth Fund.  The Nazareth Fund supports every aspect of a Nazareth 
Academy High School. Tuition alone does not cover the costs of running NAHS. The Nazareth Fund, and the Giving Tuesday event, are used to 
secure unrestricted dollars that can be used in any way school needs. It supports athletics, music, art, extracurricular activities, technology, facilities, 
and so much more. 
 Giving Tuesday will be a new NAHS tradition. Next year, we plan to have ways to involve current students more and have a little friendly 
competition among all of our donors. We hope to be able to engage more donors and get people involved through social media, perhaps even 
tagging and challenging each other to donate. After all, how many Pandas do you know that don’t love a little friendly competition?
What was your favorite part of this event?
  
I had three favorite parts of this event:

1. The first was seeing so many people from our entire Nazareth community (faculty, staff, parents, alumnae, friends, grandparents and, our 
course, our girls!) participate in this day of giving.

2. The second was having our first donation call at exactly 12 AM from Sister Mary Joan! 
3. The third, was having the chance to work on such a unique event with my entire office. The event was a group effort from our entire 

office with Ms. Hagner, Mr. MacGregor, Miss McBride, and Mrs. Makowski. Mr. MacGregor and I even worked 24 hours straight! He 
and I decided that we would be on-hand for 24 straight hours using social media to keep everyone updated about what was happening. 
We gave social media shouts as people made donations throughout the entire day.

What surprised you the most about the outcomes/response from giving Tuesday? 

 When you begin a new endeavor, you never know how well it will be received. All of our community (faculty, staff, parents, alumnae, 
friends, grandparents and, our course, our girls!) embraced this event and allowed us to not only reach our $10,000 goal, but surpass it! The 2015 
Giving Tuesday Campaign raised $15,264.64. Now, if you include our Challenge Grant of $10,000, we raised a grand total of $25,264.64 for one 
day of donating!

 We would like to thank Mrs. Curtis and all of those involved in making the Giving Tuesday and the Naz Fund such a success this year! 
Your hard work, dedication and persistent love of Nazareth never goes unnoticed!
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Exam Week
Sylvanne Braganza, ‘18

It is almost the end of the year, and while that means summer is approaching, it also means that exam week is almost upon us. It is a week that no 
one enjoys, but we all have to go through. Still, exam week does not have to be extremely stressful. Here are some tips I have assembled for test 
taking whether it is finals, AP exams, or SATs. 
  In the time leading up to exam week, study in intervals. It is best to take 5-10 minute breaks every hour or so to keep your brain at its 
best for processing and remembering information. Plan time for exercise, which boosts blood flow to the brain. Also, do not study for each exam 
individually or in chronological order. Instead, work on each subject each day for a few hours before switching subjects. Find a good study space 
that is quiet and free of clutter. Plan your study schedule and then stick to your plan. Whatever you do, do not cram (it will not be beneficial). The 
key to studying is repetition. 
  Get plenty of rest the nights before your exams and make sure to eat breakfast! Make sure to double check your exam schedule so you 
know exactly what you have each day. Pack extra pencils and erasers and possibly a snack. 
  Arrive early for your exam. This will give you time to relax and focus. It will also reduce your anxiety and boost your confidence.
  Listen to any verbal instructions given and read all directions carefully. Make sure to read each question on the exam completely through, 
including all the answer choices if given, and answer all questions thoroughly if prompted to do so. Plan your time carefully, setting a reasonable 
pace so you can finish the exam. Skip any questions you do not know and come back to them at the end. If there is still time when you have fin-
ished, check over your exam. 
  When your exams are over, forget about them. There is no point worrying about something you cannot change. Instead, look forward to 
break. 
 Remember to study and have confidence in yourself. Do the best that you can do. Good luck!

The weather is warming up, finals are done, and our school days are getting shorter and shorter. This can only mean one thing - summer is coming.  
School is becoming a thing of the past, which means you will soon find yourself with an influx of free time.  Free time is both a blessing and a 
curse.  I love those days when you seem to have all the time in the world, but I do admit that sometimes too much free time is a bad thing.  Instead 
of being enjoyable and refreshing, summer starts to become mundane and boring. To avoid falling into the depths of summer boredom, here are 
my top three things to do in the summer..

1.  Go to a concert
 Concerts are fun!!  I cannot relate anything to the feeling of seeing your favorite band live and strongly suggest everyone sees their favs at 
least once.  What better time to do so than summer?  Go check out vividseats or ticketmaster for upcoming shows and let the fun begin.  PS: radio 
104.5 has monthly free concerts in the summer!

2.  Go explore the city
 Philly has so many cool places to go see and summer is the perfect time to take advantage of that.  Grab a friend and take the train into 
town.  Some of my favorite places in Philly are the art museum, Penn’s Landing, South Street (the Magic Gardens are so pretty and there are so 
many good places to eat), and Reading Terminal Market.  Each of these places could easily be their own day trip!  If you get bored with Philly, 
remember that New York is only a train ride away...

3.  Go to a local park
 As someone who loves the outdoors, I am biased towards parks.  Some people may find them boring, but they are so wonderful and have 
so much to do.  Bored one day?  Go pick up some of your favorite food and people and have a picnic in the park!  Feeling athletic?  Go for a run 
or hiking!  Feeling lazy (this is me 94% of the time)?  Go for a leisurely walk with a good friend and catch up.

Fun Places to Visit This Summer
Jenna Silla, ‘16
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Advice for Juniors About College Planning
Katie Schluth, ‘16

 If you’re reading this right now, 
congratulations!  That means you’re 
ahead of the game because in choosing 
to read an article about college planning, 
you’re exhibiting that you actually care 
about college planning.  Although I’m 
super excited for college and I’m ulti-
mately happy with the results of my col-
lege decisions, there are definitely some 
things that I wish I had done differently 
throughout the process.  Fortunately for 
all of you, however, the process is just 
beginning (try to look less excited), so 
here’s some advice from me, an old per-
son, that will hopefully help you get in to 
that college of your dreams.

1. Standardized Testing—Unless 
you’re a total weirdo (me), you prob-
ably hate standardized tests, viewing 
them as a worthless and inaccurate mea-
sure of intelligence.  And while I agree 
that they aren’t representative of us as 
people or even of our smarts, unfortu-

nately, you still have to make an effort.  This doesn’t always require an expensive SAT/ACT tutor, which is a common misconcep-
tion among students and parents.  I’ve found that the most effective way to study for both tests was to buy a book and take some 
practice tests.  It’s tedious, I know, but familiarity with the tests and what kind of questions they ask really does help, and that’s 
coming from an absolute crazy person who’s taken the SAT every year since the 7th grade.  You definitely don’t have to take the test 
five times and for the sake of finances, I wouldn’t recommend it, but I got to know that test inside and out and man, did it help. 

2. Grades—Try to keep them up as high as you can, but definitely DO NOT cry over a B+ in one quarter of Algebra II.  Colleges only 
see your final grades on your transcripts, so a few mediocre quarter grades usually end up being completely insignificant.  Also, don’t 
forget that our grading system is harder than a lot of other schools’ grading systems.  Colleges take this into consideration as well. 

3. Essays—This was my downfall.  Over the summer, I kept telling myself how much time I had to write essays, but it was mid-De-
cember before I knew it and I had only applied to two schools.  Don’t let this be you, or it won’t be fun to be you.  Your family 
will be eating a delicious meal on Christmas Day while you’re sitting in a darkened room slaving over a personal statement.  Some 
very general essay advice: Write your common app essay as soon as possible.  Don’t write about a sports injury.  For the “Why do 
you want to go to ____?” essays, be as specific as humanly possible.  Avoid clichés.  Use proper grammar and spelling.  DON’T 
WRITE THE NAME OF THE WRONG SCHOOL.  I somehow managed to do this despite being warned not to at every col-
lege information session ever, and I wound up crying while writing a lengthy apology letter.  Ironically, I made this fateful er-
ror in the essay for the school I’ll be attending next year, but not everyone will be so lucky as to get away with this.  Be careful. 

4. Outside scholarships—Look for them now.  Apply for them now.  I failed to do this, and I’m currently paying for it (literally).  

 And last but not least, remember that college admissions is, in a sense, all about luck.  If you put the best version of yourself on an appli-
cation and a college chooses not to accept you, it’s no reflection of your character and no indicator of how successful you will be in this life.  Really.  
I swear.  If I made it out of this process alive, I promise you will, too.
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Summer Playlist
Katie Schluth, ‘16

A H.A.G.S. How-To
Elizabeth Irons, ‘17

Pop Thieves (Make It Feel Good)--Childish Gambino
Cape Cod Kwassa Kwassa--Vampire Weekend
Strawberry Fields Forever--The Beatles
Can You Blame Me--Matt and Kim
Feel Good Inc--Gorillaz
Island in the Sun--Weezer
We Move Like the Ocean--Bad Suns
Houdini--Foster the People
Rollercoaster--Bleachers
The Sound--The 1975
Wouldn’t It Be Nice--The Beach Boys
Sweet Life--Frank Ocean
I Follow Rivers--Lykke Li
Too Good--Drake
Are You Gonna Be My Girl--Jet
Shark Attack--Grouplove

The Wild Life--Vacationer
Beast of Burden--The Rolling Stones
Joy Rides--Mutemath
The Wolf--Mumford and Sons
Santeria--Sublime
American Girl--Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers
Folding Chair--Regina Spektor
Father Stretch My Hands Pt. 1--Kanye West
T-Shirt Weather--Circa Waves
When Did Your Heart Go Missing?--Rooney
Ride--Lana del Rey
Left Hand Free--alt-J
Quesadilla--Walk the Moon
Electric Feel--MGMT
Is This Love--Bob Marley and the Wailers
Give Me a Try--The Wombats

 Looking for the soundtrack to your summer?  Look no further!  I can’t drive yet, but I handpicked all these songs with the intention of 
blasting them from my car speakers as I’m driving down the highway on a hot summer day.  Feel free to use this playlist for that purpose and I’ll 
live vicariously through you.

 Yearbooks signal the end of a school year and also signal the annual signing of H.A.G.S. in many a yearbook. H.A.G.S. of course stands 
for Have A Good Summer, and is often written into yearbooks by those sort-of friendly acquaintances that everybody has. Anyway, here are a few 
events you can check out to actually have a good summer!

 -Any 104.5 Summer Block Party - These outdoor concerts are extremely popular and for good reason, they’re free! May 1st was the first 
Summer Block Party for the 2016 season but there are still 4 more! The other four dates are Sundays June 5th, July 10th, August 7th and September 
18th. All concerts are located at the Festival Pier on Columbus Boulevard.

 -2nd Street Festival - This festival takes place on, you guessed it, Philadelphia’s (North) 2nd Street, and runs for an entire 7 blocks. Check 
out this event on August 7th for food, art, workshops and other vendors!

 -Manayunk Art Festival - This annual festival is on both June 25th and 26th and takes place along Main Street, Manayunk. This event is 
fantastic for any art enthusiast and draws nearly 200,000 people to celebrate not only different arts and crafts, but also music, food and more!

http://media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/ff/35/36/ff353687cdd7c031d58f2e2e0444b551.jpg
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Summer Fashion
Rachel Pellegrino, ‘18

Netflix Summer Watchlist
Chloe Roberts, ‘18

 Now that summer vacation is right around the corner, we all will have a ton of free time to binge-watch shows and movies on 
Netflix. Some might want to stick to current favorites, while some may want to experiment with new options. 
There are some shows that will never get old:

• Parks and Recreation  
• New Girl
• The Office
• Gilmore Girls
• Orange is the New Black
• Friends
• The Walking Dead
• Breaking Bad
• Sherlock
• Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt
• Young and Hungry

 However, summer is a time for new 
beginnings. What better way to celebrate the 
end of finals and the beginning of vacation than 
with some shows and movies that are coming to 
Netflix for the first time:

• Pleasantville
• Off the Map
• The Keeping Room
• Stand Up Guy
• A Girl Like Her
• The Letters
• Electricity
• The Do-Over 
• Lady Dynamite
• Submerged

 Summer is almost here, and what does that mean? No uniform. It’s time to get caught up with all of the latest trends, and bring out 
your summer clothes that have been hiding away. It’s time to leave those sweats behind for cold summer nights and bring back your bathing suits. 
Shorts, t-shirts, sundresses, etc…

            Lots of stores have been having great sales on shorts and swimsuits, but what’s really in style? Well crochet bathing suits are totally in now. 
Plus a lot of people are reverting back to one pieces. Also, cutouts, retro, and high waisted bathing suits are in style. Another trend that I’ve seen a 
lot all year round that works perfectly for summer is a crop top and high waisted shorts/jeans. I’ve also seen a lot of people wearing rompers. Romp-
ers are perfect for events that aren’t too causal or too dressy. Lace up shirts, Vans, chokers, lace up heels, t-shirt dresses, joggers, long sun dresses, 
and pointed toe shoes are also very common. Lastly must haves for the summer include: a Triangle brand bikini, high waisted shorts, gladiators 
(shoes), and rompers. Have an amazing summer, and don’t forget your sunscreen (sunburns are not trending)!

http://celebwild.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Parks-and-Recreation.jpeg
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BBQ Recipes
Ellen Annas, ‘18

 Summer is quickly approaching (finally) which means that barbecues and cookouts are right around the corner. Personally, I am very 
excited for this and wanted to share a couple of my favorite barbecue recipes. The first one is my dad’s recipe for smoked ribs, which are loved and 
immediately devoured by all who try them.
Dad’s Smoked Ribs

Ingredients:
3 racks baby back (loin back) ribs, BBQ Rub (courtesy of Goode Company BBQ, Houston, TX), 2 1/2 TBL dark brown sugar, 2 TBL papri-
ka, 2 tsp dry mustard, 2 tsp onion powder, 2 tsp garlic powder, 1 1/2 tsp dried sweet basil, 1 tsp ground bay leaves, 3/4 tsp ground coriander, 
3/4 tsp ground savory, 3/4 tsp dried thyme, 3/4 tsp freshly ground black pepper, 3/4 tsp white pepper, 1/8 tsp ground cumin
Directions:
Remove ribs from packaging, rinse thoroughly, pat dry. Sprinkle kosher salt over meaty side of ribs (a little goes a long way) Combine BBQ 
rub ingredients.  Apply very liberally to ribs. Cover and refrigerate 4-24 hours. Six or seven hours before dinner, fire up your smoker for in-
direct cooking at 210-230 degrees.  Bury smoke wood chunks deep in your charcoal, apple and pecan are excellent, most other smoke woods 
will be fine too. Put rib racks in smoker.  You may need to roll and skewer them, or use a rib rack to make them it. Cook without lifting lid 
for 4 hours. Raise lid and check doneness.  When the meat has rolled down the bone and a fork penetrates like it’s butter, the ribs are about 
done.  If not, keep cooking. When the ribs are done, raise your smoker temperature to 300 or so for 20-30 minutes to firm up the bark (crust). 
Remove ribs from smoker. Slice ribs with electric knife. Brush ribs with favorite BBQ sauce if desired. Serve or cover for up to 2 hours.

You can’t have a barbecue without all of the delicious summery sides so here is the recipe for Lemon-Basil Potatoes.
Ingredients:
16 baby new potatoes, halved; 2 cups low-sodium chicken stock; 1/2 cup fresh lemon juice, plus 2 teaspoons; 2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive 
oil; 1 teaspoon kosher salt, plus extra for seasoning; 1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper, plus extra for seasoning; 1 teaspoon lemon 
zest; 1/4 cup chopped fresh basil leaves
Directions:
Place the potatoes, chicken stock, lemon juice, 2 tablespoons olive oil, 1 teaspoon salt, and 1/4 teaspoon black pepper in a medium saucepan. 
Bring to a boil over medium-high heat. Reduce the heat and simmer until the potatoes are tender, about 20 to 25 minutes. Drain the potatoes 
and place in a serving bowl. Drizzle with the remaining olive oil. Add the lemon zest and 3 tablespoons of the basil. Toss well and garnish 
with the remaining chopped basil.

Faculty Farewell 
Emily Sokolowski, ‘16

 It is with heavy hearts that we say goodbye to some faculty at the end of this 2015-2016 school year. Each and every one of these teachers 
have been extraordinary role models for the entire Nazareth community for many years, and we are very saddened to see them go! 

 Mrs. Hughes, our beloved Health teacher and registrar, will be retiring after serving the Nazareth community for over 32 years! Mrs. 
Hughes will certainly be missed by the entire Nazareth family! From all the work she did for the Sign Language Club and the St. Lucy’s school for 
the blind, to the vital lessons of the baby project, Nazareth will not be the same without her contagious smile and spirit next year and the years to 
come! We wish you the best of luck, Mrs. Hughes, we love you!

 Sister Camille, our theology teacher and 5A’s beloved homeroom moderator, will also be retiring at the end of this school year. Sister 
Camille has served the Nazareth community for about 18 years. Sister Camille exemplified the Nazareth mission of family in her teaching and her 
work in the Cancer Awareness Club! It is through Sister’s journals and movie Friday’s, that our girls truly found their faith in God! We could not 
thank you enough, Sister Camille, and we wish you all the blessings in the years to come! 

 And last but certainly not least, our principal, Sister Mary Joan, will also be leaving at the end of this school year. After over 32 years here 
at Nazareth Academy, and serving 13 years as not only our beloved principal but as our second mom, Sister Mary Joan will certainly be missed! 
Sister is the heart and soul of Nazareth Academy, it is through her constant love and support that makes this institution such a success! Sister Mary 
Joan’s legacy will live on in the halls of Nazareth Academy, especially in the hearts of “her girls!” We love you so much, Sister, and we wish you all 
the luck in your future endeavors!



Volume LXXXVIII, No. 6 June 2, 2016The Nazareth

The Nazareth
A Publication of Nazareth Academy High School

4001 Grant Avenue
 Philadelphia, PA 19114 - 2999

Editors:  Patrice Gantert, `16, Katie Schluth, `16, Jenna Silla, `16, and Emily Sokolowski, `16

Moderator:  Mr. Ian MacGregor

 The school year is quickly coming to a close, junior prom has come and gone, and the excitement of senior year is looming 
before us. I am so excited to be a senior, but at the same time, the thought of the whole college application process and leaving my 
dear NA truly scares me! 
         Sincerely,
         A Jittery Junior 

Dear Jittery Junior, 
 Relax! You are in great hands here at the Ole’ Acad! As a wise Nazareth woman, I personally, am here to tell you that you will 
survive the whole college application process and you will be much better because of it! Sure, at times, senior year can be extremely 
stressful, but just remember to communicate with your college counselors and stay organized! But most of all, remember to have fun 
and enjoy your senior year! The idea of leaving the dear NA will be upsetting at times, but make the most of your time together, you 
will certainly not regret it! 
         Love always,
         Nancy Ann 

Dear Nancy Ann,

Have a fun, 
safe summer!


