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2016-17 Leadership Team

Favorite School Subject?
Madison Joynes: My favorite school subject 
has to be AP Bio. Miss Wiz is the bomb. 
Computer Apps was another great class.
Breanna Puleo: My favorite subject would 
have to be either geometry or psychology.
Marne Brown: My favorite school subject is 
Spanish because I get to spend 80 minutes 
with my favorite teacher, Señora O’Leary.
Veronica Bloom: Psychology.

What is your favorite aspect of Nazareth?
Madison Joynes: My favorite aspect of Naz-
areth is definitely how helpful and friendly 
everyone is. From my shadow day to my se-
nior year, I have never felt unwelcomed here.
Breanna Puleo: My favorite aspect of Naz-
areth is the fact that everyone can find their 
own special place, so no one ever feels as if 
they don’t fit in.
Marne Brown: My favorite aspect of Naz-
areth is of course Brock sushi, but also the 
family environment here.  I consider every 
girl here one of my sisters, and it will be real-
ly hard leaving these girls in the spring.
Veronica Bloom: I like how the size of each 
class allows us to actually get to know all of 
our classmates, and not just be a random face 
that you see in the halls.
What is your favorite motto/quote/ words 

to live by?
Madison Joynes: My favorite quote is, “If 
it’s flipping hamburgers at McDonald’s, be 
the best hamburger flipper in the world. 
Whatever it is you do you have to master 
your craft.” Snoop Dogg is just trying to en-
courage everyone to do their best no matter 
what they do and that is beautiful.
Breanna Puleo: My life motto is “Less up-
setti more spaghetti,” or “Teamwork makes 
the dream work.”
Marne Brown: My words to live by are to 
laugh at yourself before others laugh first.
Veronica Bloom: “If no one comes from the 
future to stop you from making a bad deci-
sion, how bad of a decision can it really be?”

What is the most important thing you 
hope to accomplish this school year?
Madison Joynes: I just want to have an 
overall successful senior year that will set 
me up for college, and to sleep eight hours a 
night.
Breanna Puleo: The one thing I hope to 
accomplish this year is to get into college and 
to have an unforgettable senior year. 
Marne Brown: The most important thing 
that I hope to accomplish this school year is 
making a mark on this school.  I want this 
class and leadership team to be an unforget-

table class.
Veronica Bloom: I hope we are able to es-
tablish outdoor lunch, because I think every-
one would benefit from and really enjoy it.

If you wanted the students to know one 
thing about you, what would it be?
Madison Joynes: One thing to know about 
me is that I love to play soccer, and I play 
here at Naz. It’s a lot of fun, but still super 
competitive at the same time.
Breanna Puleo: One thing people should 
know about me is that I’m quite the Netflix 
binge-watcher (I’ve watched One Tree Hill 
seven times).
Marne Brown: I have a love for frozen french 
fries and waffles.  Why wait to heat them up 
when they are just as good (maybe even bet-
ter) frozen.
Veronica Bloom: I’ve been told I look angry 
or annoyed, but I’m actually a friendly per-
son, so don’t be afraid to talk to me.

Pick a song title that you want to describe 
this school year.
Madison Joynes: I hope that “All I Do Is 
Win” can describe my senior year by the end 
of it.

Left to right: Madison Joynes (President), Breanna Puleo (V.P.), Marne Brown (Secretary), & Veronica Bloom (Treasurer)

Ellen Annas, ’18
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Tips for the Beginning of 
Naz Preparatory Scheduling

 It’s that time of the year again: the start of fall and another 
year at Nazareth Academy. This year marks my last year here at Naza-
reth, but also the beginning of many new advancements. One of the 
biggest changes that Nazareth has faced in the past few months has 
been the beginning of Block Scheduling. While the transition from 
8 periods a day to 4 has not been as difficult as I may have expected, 
the application of time management is certainly worth noting. Here 
are my tips on how to budget homework with our new Block sched-
ule:

• Read for your English class on a bus ride home or whenever 
you have a spare moment. Saving reading for right before bed does 
not guarantee remembering everything you might have read the next 
morning.

• Use free periods and lunch to your advantage!!! If you know that you have a lot of homework that night, in addition to a sport, choir, 
or job, it always, always helps to get a head start on homework during the school day.

• Use Quizlet. Quizlet is your friend and is a mobile study app and website that can make studying less horrible and help you learn 
information faster. You will thank me for this.

• If you’re particularly loaded with homework, turn your phone on do not disturb or silent. I understand that your phone may be your 
precious child (I know mine is) but eliminating distractions is always key to getting tasks done faster and more efficiently.

 I hope that these tips helped! I wish good luck to every girl here at Nazareth and to all of our teachers here as we all adapt to Block. I 
know that we can get through this transition and that Block definitely has it’s advantages (the activity period and an 8th class!)! Here’s to another 
fantastic and successful year here at Nazareth.

Breanna Puleo: One song that I think can 
describe this school year is “I’ve Had the Time 
of My Life”.
Marne Brown: “Everything is Awesome” - 
Lego Movie
Veronica Bloom: “Breaking Free” from High 
School Musical 

What is one of your favorite things to do at 
Nazareth?
Madison Joynes: My favorite thing to do 
at Naz is hang in the main office with the L 
team and the lovely women of the office (Sis-
ter Rita, Mrs. Versino, and Ms. Armstrong).
Breanna Puleo: One of my favorite things to 

do at Nazareth is being involved in athletics 
and meeting people through it.
Marne Brown: My favorite thing to do at 
Nazareth is dance.  No, I’m not in the actual 
dance club, but I definitely have the moves 
like Jagger.  Just wait till you catch me at Naz-
A-Thon.
Veronica Bloom: One of my favorite things 
to do at Nazareth is Operation Santa Claus.

How do you want people to remember this 
year’s Leadership Team?
Madison Joynes: I want people to remember 
us as fun and efficient, because it is nice to 
have a good time, but if you can have a good 

time and get things done, that is a major key.
Breanna Puleo: I want people to remember 
this year’s Leadership Team as the team that 
started many new traditions, like Freshmen 
Day Bowling, and soon Powderpuff. 
Marne Brown: I want people to remember 
this year’s leadership team as the team that 
fulfilled all their promises for the year.  I also 
want to be remembered as one of the funniest 
and most legendary leadership teams.
Veronica Bloom: I hope that they remember 
that we were a lot of fun, made some good 
changes, and helped to make the school year 
more enjoyable for them.

2016-17 Leadership Team (continued)

Elizabeth Irons, ’17
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Welcome New Faculty & Staff

 Among the many new faculty mem-
bers this year is our principal, Sister Rita 
Fanning. She isn’t new to our area, having 
attended Saint Katherine of Siena School, 
and Archbishop Ryan High School for Girls. 
We’re also welcoming her back to Nazareth, as 
she previously worked here as a counselor for 
freshman and sophomores. She also worked 
part-time outside of Harrisburg as a counsel-
or for both individuals and families. However, 
this year she has come to us from Des Plaines, 
Illinois, where she worked as a Provincial 
Councilor for the Sisters of the Holy Family 
of Nazareth. We are lucky to have Sister Rita 
as our principal, as she has a Bachelor of Arts 
in Elementary Education from Holy Family 
University, and a Master of Science in Coun-
seling Psychology and Human Services from 
Chestnut Hill College. She has also addressed 
Congress, and some local PA Representatives. 
When the Provincial Superior asked her to 
assume the position of being our principal, 
Sister Rita accepted. She enjoyed her previous 
time here at Naz, especially working with the 
girls. We are happy to have you back Sister 
Rita, and are excited for this new school year 
with you!

 Another one of our newest additions 
to Nazareth is Miss Alyssa Mikulski, who is 
a part of our counseling department! She is 
a former Panda, having graduated from Naz 
in 2012. She now attends Drexel University, 
and interned in our counseling department 
last year. Throughout high school and her 
first year at Drexel, she worked as a member 
of the Pen Ryn wait staff. For the past three 
years, she has worked at ShopRite, and plans 
to continue her work there as she finishes up 
her schooling. When asked why she chose to 
work here at Nazareth, Miss Mikulski had 
many reasons. Her own teachers and coun-
selors had a great influence on her, and she 
wanted to give back to Nazareth and the cur-
rent students in any way she could. She also 

believes that adolescents are an under served 
population, and she wants us to have our best 
chance in life. Lastly, she added that Nazareth 
is one big family, anyone would want to work 
here! A couple other fun facts about her are 
that she has attended two World Youth Days, 
in Spain and Brazil. She also mentioned that 
her favorite band is Parachute, and after their 
November concert she will have seen them 
ten times! Welcome back Miss Mikulski, 
we’re looking forward to a great year with you 
in our guidance department!

 Our next new staff member is Sister 
Thérèse McFadden! She teaches Theology of 
the Body, Catholic Morality, and is our new 
CSC moderator. She has worked at many oth-
er schools before Nazareth, the most recent 
being Saint Basil’s. She chose to work at Naz-
areth for the high quality of education, the 
excellent students, great faculty, and our won-
derful new leader, Sister Rita. When she isn’t 
teaching, Sister Thérèse loves reading, and 
visiting with friends. She also enjoys going on 
holiday, and spending time with animals, es-
pecially her two cats. Welcome Sister Thérèse!

 Ms. Vollrath is our newest math 
teacher here at Nazareth! Ms. Vollrath teaches 
AP Calculus, Honors Trigonometry/Pre-Cal-
culus and Honors Calculus here at Nazareth. 
She has previously taught at Council Rock 
High School North and was lucky to have 
Nazareth alumna, Angela Cardamone as her 
student teaching mentor. Ms. Vollrath has also 
taught as a Math Instructor for Temple Uni-
versity’s Girls and Mathematics Program and 
as a Teaching Assistant for La Salle’s Graduate 
Program Summer Enrichment Camp. Ms. 
Vollrath even played division one soccer at La 
Salle University! Ms. Vollrath is so excited to 
be here at Nazareth Academy and considers it 
a pleasure to be here everyday.

 Next we have Sister David minis-

tering in the Attendance Office! Sister David 
is happy to be back at Nazareth (her Alma 
Mater) after a three year break! She formerly 
taught Theology at Nazareth to both Fresh-
men and Sophomore students, encouraging 
them to build and strengthen their relation-
ships with God. In 2013, Sister David was 
asked to move to Chicago to work with the 
women there studying to be religious in her 
Congregation. At the time, there were three 
women all of which made their first profession 
but since then there have been no women to 
enter her Congregation in the United States. 
Sister David is happy to be back at Nazareth 
and invites all Nazareth girls to consider the 
religious life as their possible vocation.

 Mrs. Bridget Holmes is anoth-
er panda that we are welcoming back this 
year! She loved the time she spent here, and 
is just as thrilled to be back as our wedding 
coordinator as we are to have her back! She 
is happy to be a part of the Nazareth com-
munity again, and to be able to help alum-
nae plan their weddings in our chapel. She 
also enjoys being able to stay in contact with 
past, present, and future pandas through her 
work in the Development and Admissions 
Office. Before working at Nazareth, Mrs. 
Holmes worked as a preschool teacher at a co-
op school in Chestnut Hill, and she is also 
a choreographer and dance coach. Before she 
was a mom, she was even a back-up dancer 
for Bon Jovi! Now she trains pre-professional 
dancers at an Arts Conservatory in PA, and 
choreographs musicals as well as coaching a 
dance team in Haddon Township, NJ. Out-
side of work, Mrs. Holmes is a mother to two 
children, Kellen and Chloe, who helps out as 
her wedding assistant at just 8 months old! 
Welcome back Mrs. Holmes, we are happy to 
have you back at Naz!

 This year we have an abundance of new faculty members. We are excited to welcome the new teachers and faculty here at Nazareth and 
welcome back a few familiar faces! We spoke with a few of the new faculty members and we are excited to share with you what we learned about 
them.

Elizabeth Irons, ’17 & Ellen Annas, ’18
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The Nazareth
A Publication of Nazareth Academy High School

4001 Grant Avenue
 Philadelphia, PA 19114 - 2999

Editors & Reporters:  Elizabeth Irons, ’17 & Ellen Annas, ’18

Moderator:  Mr. Ian MacGregor

Welcome to The Nazareth
 My name is Elizabeth Irons and I am the senior editor of The Nazareth for the 2016-2017 school year. This is my fourth year writing for 
The Nazareth and I am deeply honored to be one of its two editors this year! When I’m not busy writing articles for The Nazareth, I also write for 
the teen section entitled “Reality” published in three local Bucks County newspapers: The Bucks County Courier Times, Doylestown Intelligencer 
and Burlington County Times. In my spare moments not writing, I am also a Kairos leader here at Nazareth and a music minor, spending count-
less afternoons and mornings singing and playing the piano. I encourage any and all interested in writing to join The Nazareth this year! That 
includes you, freshmen! My fellow editor, Ellen Annas, and I will hold meetings for The Nazareth during the activity schedule regularly and we 
will issue multiple editions of the paper throughout the year. Don’t be afraid to approach us, we would love to have you write for The Nazareth 
this year! Your community here at Nazareth wants to hear your voice! Come share it with us.

 Hello and welcome to The Nazareth! My name is Ellen and I’ll be one of your editors this year. You have probably seen me rushing 
around the hallways, or sitting on the ground floor eating pasta before cross country practice. I’m a junior here at Nazareth, and I spend most 
of my time running, participating in many of the other clubs, and watching copious amounts of Netflix. Of course I also love working on the 
newspaper, and I’m excited to have a more involved role in it this year. My fellow editor, Liz, and I are hoping to make this a great year for the 
newspaper, but we are going to need your help! Everyone is welcome to write for the newspaper, just come by one of our meetings and sign up 
for an article. If you ever have an idea for an article, feel free to stop Liz or I in the hallway, we don’t bite, we promise. Have a great school year, 
and I hope to see you soon!

Clubs & Activities

Annual School Play
Art Club

Athletes Helping Athletes
Bookworms

Cancer Awareness Club
Chamber & String Ensemble

Chemistry Club
Choir Connection
Chorale/Chorus

Community Service Corps
Cooking Club (Pots & Pandas)

Dance Club
Film Club

Forensics
French Club

Highlights Literary Magazine
International Club

Irish Club (PIP Club)
Italian Club
Jazz Band

Junior Classical League
Kairos

Life Club
Liturgy Team

Mathletes
Military Service & Support

Mock Trial
Naz News
Orchestra
Panda Pals

Pandamonium
Photography Club

Rosary Club
Spanish Club

Student Council
The Green Team

The Marygold - Yearbook
The Nazareth - Newspaper

We are lucky to have a multitude of amazing clubs and activities here at Nazareth. We listed all of the clubs and activities that Naz has to offer 
below, so if you see any that appeal to you, you can stop by their next meeting! If you don’t see any clubs or activities that you would be interested 
in,  you can always start your own! Just find a moderator and a few friends and you’re all set. There are so many opportunities to take advantage 
of here at Nazareth!

Elizabeth Irons, ’17 & Ellen Annas, ’18

Elizabeth Irons, ’17 & Ellen Annas, ’18


